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he is suffering from a slight attack, which
does not reproduce the convulsions.

Sep. 24. He is in the country, and im-
proves greatly. The gums still lanced once
a week. No more teeth ; hooping-cough
well.

Oct. 20. The patient is twelve months
old; he has had no attack of convulsion
since June, and he appears to be in perfect
health. I remain, Sir, your obedient servant,

HENRY MOON, M.R.C.S.
Lewes, Oct. 20, 1843.

HENRY MOON, M.R.C.S.

EXTRACT OF BELLADONNA IN
LARYNGISMUS STRIDULUS.

To the Editor.-Sir : Permit me to make
known to the medical profession, through ’,
the medium of THE LANCET, the efficacy of
extract of belladonna in laryngismus stridu-
lus. The case occurred in a child a year
and a half old, and was one of extreme seve-
rity and long duration. All the ordinary
remedies for this obscure disease were in-

effectually tried, viz., leeches, blisters, opiate
and iodine frictions, and warm bathing, ex-
nally ; and, internally, calomel, antimony,
opium, and hydriodate of potash, with fre-
quent scarifications of the gums. The good
effect of a quarter of a grain of extract of
belladonna, mixed with a little sugar and
water, and given thrice daily, was so imme-
diate that I feel justified in attributing the
cure to that medicine.

Eight or ten cases of this disease have
come under my notice, all of which, if I re-
member rightly, have proved fatal, excepting
two. I was permitted to make a partial
post-mortem examination of one case, but I
did not discover any diseased appearance
or enlargement of the thymus gland. I

am, Sir, your obedient servant,
E. CoopER.

Tombland, Norwich, Oct. 27,1843.
E. COOPER.

PREVALENCE OF ERUPTIONS.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-A fact which has arrested my atten-
tion during almost the whole past period of
the present year is the prevalence of gene-
rally slight, but sometimes considerable,
eruptive affections in children, particularly
suckling children. As director of the Royal
Jennerian and London Vaccine Institution,
I vaccinate about 6000 to 7000 children

annually, and I have never been so struck as
I have been this year with the fact referred
to above. Whether this condition is to be
referred to general distress occasioning the li
female parents to feed upon inferior food, Iand thus to impart a modified milk to the z,
child, I do not pretend to offer any decisive
opinion ; but to the fact of the general pre- ’’

valence of eruptive disorder I can testify.
There is one circumstance which, perhaps,

causes this fact still further to excite my
attention. It is that I avoid vaccinating
children with eruptions, because, although
the vaccine may take effect, it is quite cer-
tain that it cannot exert so perfect a consti-
tutional protecting influence as when no erup-
tive condition interferes with its modifying
power. In thus refusing to vaccinate while
the child has eruption it is curiousthat offence
is almost always given to the parent, who
says, 

" Oh, it is only the tooth-rash ;" it is
a little cold." There is another fact in con.
nection herewith which experience has
brought out; it is, that if a child, having
eruption, be vaccinated, oftentimes extensive
ulcerations take place, all of which are

ascribed to the want of genuineness of the
vaccine matter; whereas other children, vac.
cinated with the same matter and on the
same day, have been affected perfectly, and
with no marks but those of the beautiful
vaccine vesicles. So that much firmness is
sometimes required. If you will not vacci-
nate because of eruption, you offend the
parent; if you do vaccinate, and eruptions
take place, then ignorance charges you with
using impure matter. Yours sincerely,

JOHN Epps, M.D.
Great Russell-street,

Oct. 17, 1843.

JOHN EPPS, M.D.

SPERMATORRH&OElig;A.

Tote Edtto-.&mdash;Sir: THE LANCET of the
14th October (page 46) contains some

observations by Dr. Ranking, of Bury St.
Edmunds, on the causes, pathology, and
treatment of spermatorrhoea, which betrays
several imperfections in his knowledge of
the subject. Every one who is acquainted
with the writings of LalIemand will at once
perceive that the observations of Dr. R. are
little more than an abridgment of those of
the French pathologist, containing much that
is valuable in the work of that author, but
also including many of his errors, exaggera’
tions, and prejudices. When noticing the
little attention which the subject of spei-ina-
torrhoea has received in this country, Dr. R.
has failed to remark that Mr. Curling’s
recent work on the 11 Diseases of the Testis,"
which has lately been reviewed in your
Journal, contains an account of this affection.
Under the head of "diagnosis," Dr. R. in-
considerately states that there are no positive
signs by which the presence of seminal fluid
in the urine can be detected. He should
have known that if semen exist in the urine
it can always be satisfactorily ascertained by
the detection of spermatozoa under the
microscope. This remark will be a sufficient
reply to the inquiries of a correspondent in
a late number of your Journal, page 68.

In treating of cases of imagined impo,
tence Dr. R. notices the well-known recom-
mendation of advising the patient to pass a
few nights in bed with a female .without


